MERCANTILE MARINE AND FISHERIES. 339

541, There was an increase, as compared with 1890, of 24 in the total Increases
number of vessels, and a decrease of 19,498 tons in the total tonnage, g;‘ls‘i‘;'
and assuming the average value to be $30 a ton, the value of the total )
tonnage would be $30,164,250, being a decrease in value of $584,970.

There was an increase of 69 in the number of steamers, and an increase
of 14,824 tons in steamer’s tonnage.

5492. The next statement shows the number of vessels and of tons Number of

: . . vessels on

on the register in each year from 1873 : roaister,
VESSELS ON THE REGISTER IN CANADA, 1873-1891. 1873-1891.

YEAR. Vessels. Tons. YEAR. Vessels. Tons.

1.7 T 6,783 7,374 1,276,440

1874, . sy 5 5 somy 6,930 7,254 1,253,747

1875, ...... 6,952 7,315 1,231,856

1876........ .... 7,192 7,294 1,217,766

1877 ssimeis vosn 7,362 7,178 1,130,247

I878.. o v s 7,469 7,142 1,089,642

1879.. ... 7,471 7,153 1,040,481

1880. .. ... .. 7,377 6,991 1,024,974

1881............. 7,394 7,015 1,005,475

1882, .. ...... 7,312

543. The following is a list of new vessels built and registered in New

. . . vessels
each province in 1891 : built, 1891,
PROVINCES. Number. Tonnage.
Nova Seotia........coo voiririnen cieiiies il i 130 35,528
Ontario. ...... .. sis B usm miss e s ime 4 et b4 sy B8 44 2,662
New Brunswick....... ...coviiien i cinninineniannn. 43 6,269
BDEC. ... ....iii. eeeeeeieeieieieiin o 46 4,200
British Columbia. ...... .. ........0............ .. ... 41 2,364
Prince Edward Island...... ............ ....... ...o.... 5 i
Manitoba. ;v s« ovmws s oo w5 s s 8 5 a0 s 1 5 0 " 3 122
Total...oovvin i e 312 52,145

\There was an increase of 27 in number and a decrease in tonnage of
233 tons, as compared with the preceding year. Assuming the value of
the new vessels to be $45 per ton, the total value would be $2,346,525.

. 544. Tron and steel have so completely superseded the use of wood Decrease
in the construction of ships that the demand for wooden ships is reduced i demand

to an extreme limit, in consequence of which the ship-building industry §?,'i;§f’°de“
221



